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Kuda kepang, a fascinating dance performance originated from Java (East, West and Central Java) is a horse dance performed by men, dressed in colorful garbs, mounted on flat horses made of plaited and painted bamboo. 

It was introduced as a fast-moving dance item, which was famous in Singapore Malay weddings, providing live entertainment during the feast. However, kuda kepang which involves the use of 'ilmu kebatinan' (spiritual help) is banned as it was found that it goes against the teaching of our Islamic religion. 

[image: image2.jpg]


            [image: image3.jpg]


            [image: image4.jpg]



The men starts off with gentle movements, trotting in circles, accompanied by the enchanting rhythm from the 'gamelan' (Indonesian orchestra). The dancer's legs would create the illusion of a horse's movements, captivating and hypnotizing the audience. As the music gets louder, the riders exhibits a more forceful actions - repetitive, more tense and frenzied steps. They become entranced or possessed as if the 'the spirit of the horse' has taken over their bodies. 
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They behave like horses, drinking water from buckets, eating grass or straws and getting whipped occasionally by their 'guru' (master) who supervises the whole act. In fact, these men were capable of chewing glasses without any physical injuries. 
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As the dance came to an end, the men were brought out of the trance by their guru through incantation and sprinkle of 'air jampi' (special water). Miraculously, the dancers became their normal self but looked exhausted and confused. It was believed that they could not recall what happened during those nerve-wrecking period! 

( Thanks to Hawa for the article on Kuda Kepang. E-mail her at bluberry@hotmail.com ) 
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