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S.S. Watertown 
In December 1924, an accident at sea took the lives of two crewmen of the S.S. Watertown. James Courtney and Michael Meehan succumbed to toxic gas fumes in the cargo tank, and were given traditional burials at sea. 

The following day, the Watertown's captain and crew saw two ghostly faces in the water trailing behind the ship. Everyone agreed that the faces were plainly visible, remaining intact for long moments before dissipating. The captain got a camera and took six pictures of the heads. Once they were developed, five of them showed nothing but blank waves. The sixth, shown here, contained rough outlines that approximate two sets of human features. 

The Watertown crew may have been suffering from mass hysteria following the sudden death of their fellow seamen. In times of stress, a tightly-knit group of people can become easily suggestible and even share communal delusions. Like clouds, swirls of ocean foam provide an excellent canvas on which the human mind may imagine patterns were there are none. 

