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	exorcism \Ex"or*cism\ (-s[i^]z'm), n. [L. exorcismus, Gr. 'exorkizmo`s; cf. F. exorcisme.] 
1. The act of exorcising; the driving out of evil spirits from persons or places by conjuration;
also, the form of conjuration used.
2. Conjuration for raising spirits. [R.] --Shak. 


On August 20th 1949, a 21 year-old student called William Peter Blatty, came across a newspaper article in the Washington Post at Georgetown University. The article was a brief outline about a so-called case of demonic possession that was taking place in nearby Mount Rainer, MD. The possessed was a 14 year-old boy called Robbie Mannheim (or John Hoffman depending on your source), who lived with his family at 3210 Bunker Hill Road, Mount Rainer, Maryland. It is said by Thomas B. Allen, author of the 1993 book Possessed, that Robbie had a good relationship with his Aunt who was a self-professed medium and that they’d regularly used an ouija board to contact spirits on the other side. On 15th January 1949, unexplainable events such as footsteps in the walls, strange scratching noises and drum beats would occasionally baffle the family, but this was only the beginning. Eleven days later, Robbie’s aunt unexpectedly died in St. Louis, and Robbie immediately tried contacting her through his ouija board. 

Over the next few weeks Robbie’s bedroom was a haven for a series of strange noises, but on Thursday 17th February Robbie spent the evening at the house of the family’s local minister and what Reverend Luther Miles Schulze witnessed that night, would force him to recommend a Catholic priest to the family. The Reverend witnessed Robbie’s bed violently shaking and the un-aided movement of a heavy arm chair and the mattress that Robbie slept on. 

Between 27th February and 4th March , in the control of Father Hughes, Robbie underwent an exorcism at Georgetown Hospital, where he brutally attacked Father Hughes with a bed spring. The manifestations did not end there. Branding would amazingly appear on the boy’s skin, in red welts the words ‘Saturday’, ‘Louis’ and ‘3 1/2 weeks’ randomly scratched themselves onto his body. While these occurrences were under way, Father Raymond Bishop and Father William Bowdern were investigating the possibility of demonic possession. The Mannheim’s were conducting private seances, and claiming that it was indeed Robbie’s aunt who was inhabiting his body. 

Finally on Wednesday 16th March, Father Bowdern conducted an exorcism in the home of Robbie’s uncle in St. Louis. During the ceremony, more branding and welts would appear on Robbie’s back, including the words ‘Spite’ and ‘Hell'. Robbie would also spit accurately into the faces of the priests, he would mime masturbation and he would constantly taunt the priests about the sexual relations of priests and nuns. He even spouted out phrases in Latin, a language that he had never known of or studied. 

Having failed to have Robbie put away in a mental asylum, Robbie was returned to his home town where he was put into a secure mental ward. The exorcism was continued here on Easter Sunday, where probably the most brutal attack took place. During this exorcism the word ‘Exit’ appeared on Robbie’s chest, with an arrow pointing down to his penis. When this had fully formed, Robbie threw a powerful blow to Father Bowdern’s genitals. Following these attacks, Father Bishop accounted that Robbie spoke ‘the voice of the devil’ during the exorcism, that Robbie’s physical appearance had become sinister and that when ever the exorcism was being performed, the room unnaturally dropped in temperature. 

Then on Monday 18th April at 11pm, during the thirtieth exorcism, Robbie jumped to his feet and yelled, “Satan! Satan! I am Saint Michael, and I command you, Satan, and other evil spirits, to leave this body, in the name of Dominus. Immediately! Now! Now! Now!” Robbie then endured the most violent spasm yet, until the disturbance suddenly stopped. He looked up at the priests and said, “He’s gone”. 
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As a footnote, a book written Thomas Allen, called POSSESSED recently surfaced. It claims to contain the story of the exorcism as drawn from a diary written by a priest. The diary was allegedly discovered over forty years after the events at a St Loius mental institute. 

The Exorcist - Original Version(1973) 
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The feature film, The Exorcist, written by William Peter Blatty, was allegedly drawn from an actual case that happened in Washington DC. 

The Exorcist was released in America on boxing day 1973. Made by one of the biggest movie companies in the world, directed by an Oscar-winning director, it summoned crowds from all over the country to stand in cues for over four hours in blizzards and sell out movie theatres. Two hours later a majority of those spectators would run from the theatre screaming! This wasn't just a movie, but a news story. Reports of fainting, people being institutionalised, and at least one miscarriage encouraged evangelist Billy Graham to brand the film evil and state that the mark of the devil was embedded within the film's celluloid. Although by the time it was ready for a UK release it had a reputation as bad as Charles Manson, it was described as the greatest advert for the church imaginable. The audiences didn't care about the impact it hurled upon religious groups, they wanted to see a scary movie. 



  

  


It was nothing like anyone had seen before. Sure, similar movies such as The Devils and Rosemary's Baby had centred on a similar subject, but these films never subjected to a 12-year-old girl becoming possessed by a demon, levitating over her bed, making sexual advances toward her mother and masturbating with a crucifix. The effect was phenomenal because this wasn't The Devils or Rosemary's Baby, it had a psychological impact on movie goers around the world. Author of the novel and screenplay, William Peter Blatty was indeed shocked ( but also glorified ) when he saw the first cut of the film, but director William Friedkin was enraptured with his movie and whether the reaction was positive or negative it was a response, "...you were alive for those two hours," says Blatty. 

The Exorcist - the Version You've Never Seen
( The Exorcist 25th Anniversary Special Edition -- DVD release ) 

Learn more about the 11 minutes of restored footage cut from The Exorcist and now restored for the upcoming re-release of the film, including the infamous "Spider Walk" scene... 

THE SPIDER WALK 

One of the most widely talked about "missing scenes" from The Exorcist is the eerie "Spider Walk" which appears in both Blatty's novel and screenplay, but which was never included in the finished film. [ View Spiderwalk clips ] 



  

  


"The Exorcist - the Version You've Never Seen" also incorporates a digitally remastered and remixed soundtrack enriched with new special sound effects, new atmospheric sounds and some new music. To put the audience in the middle of the action, the filmmakers transformed the original mono soundtrack into six-track surround sound. 

The DVD version also contain an introduction by Academy Award- winning director William Friedkin , as well as "The Fear of God: The Making of The Exorcist". This expanded 75-minute featurette is a new documentary produced by the BBC specifically for the film's 25th anniversary edition. 

MOVIE CLIPS/TRAILERS 

	· Clip #1: Strange sickness (795 K) 

· Clip #2: Let Jesus ... (661 K) 

· Clip #3: Levitation (965 K) 

· Theatrical Trailer #1 (2.3mb) 

· Theatrical Trailer #2 (2.4mb)*** NEVER RELEASED ORIGINAL
VERSION-DEEMED TOO FRIGHTENING FOR AUDIENCES by movie executives *** 
(Click here for Quicktime Version with better audio and picture)


Next, read about a true story of exorcism from a guy staying in Ang Mo Kio. His story,' The Exorcist (Not the Movie)' can be found in our True Stories section. Go check it out!! 

( Thanks to Paul Davis for the article on THE EXORCIST. E-mail him at snaggledude@hotmail.com ) 
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